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Th«  NATO  Meeting 

The  NATO  governments,  convening 
in  Paris  Monday,  will  doubtless  affirm 
their  concern  for  the  stability  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  nations  of  the  Near 
East.  But  beyond  a  proclamation  in 
general  terms,  it  is  doubtful  that  any 
major  steps  will  be  taken  to  halt  the 
Communist  advance  in  the  region. 

Ever  since  the  Soviet-Syrian  threat 
against  Turkey,  and  the  Cairo-Damas- 
eus  campaign  against  Jordan,  there 
have  been  many  proposals  that  NATO, 
as  a  matter  of  its  own  preservation, 
extend  its  shield  into  the  Near  East, 
atther  by  a  collective  adoption  of  the 
Eisenhower  Doctrine  or  by  a  firm  politi¬ 
cal  and  military  guarantee  against  any 
attempts  to  alter  frontiers  by  force. 

Such  steps  are  deemed  improbable  at 
ffiis  time  because  European  countries 
apparently  must  first  resolve  the  many 
contradictions  which  divide  them,  not 
only  in  their  approach  to  the  Near 
East,  but  on  Europe’s  defense  problems. 

The  most  encouraging  news  from 
I  Washington  and  European  capitals  is 
that  western  statesmen  attach  high 
priority  to  large-scale  economic  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  Near  East.  Italy  has 
proposed  a  plan  to  allocate  Marshall 
Plan  repayments  for  that  area.  Our 
own  government  is  working  on  an  am¬ 
bitious  blueprint  for  a  new  Middle  East 
Development  Authority.  The  Adminis¬ 
tration  has  told  Congress  that  Mutual 
Security  aid  must  be  expanded. 

iy*cit  to  ARAMCO 

Meanwhile,  however.  Western  plans 
for  Near  East  development  reflect  the 
competition  inside  the  free  world  fami¬ 
ly.  Thus,  western  oil  companies  are 
brnreasingly  concerned  over  Italian  and 
Japanese  ^orts  to  obtain  a  place  in 
flic  Near  Blast  oil  picture.  An  offer 
by  a  Japanese  company  to  develop 
oil  fields  in  Saudi  Arabia  would  give  66 
per  cent  of  the  profit,  including  retail 
iBitribution  profits,  to  Saudi  Arabia. 
This  means  that  the  Japanese  are  pre¬ 
pared  to  split  the  profits  right  up  to 
the  moment  the  fuel  is  sold  to  the 
eoBsnmer.  Long-term  contracts  have 
hccb  signed  by  the  two  countries. 
{Comtinned  on  page  56) 


Mission  Without  Morality 

So  long  as  the  Near  East  appears  as  an  open  gap  in  free  world 
defenses,  the  Russians  will  continue  to  probe  further  into  the  area. 
In  the  absence  of  firm  collective  security  arrangements,  the  West 
will  be  subjected  to  pressures  for  appeasement. 

Six  weeks  ago,  this  column  warned  against  a  revival  of  any  tactics 
reminiscent  of  Munich.  Within  the  last  few  days,  there  have  been 
ominous  reports  from  Beirut,  Riyadh,  Baghdad  and  London.  They 
all  sound  alike.  The  Arabs  want  Israel  to  yield  territory,  to  take  in 
Arab  refugees,  to  bar  Jewish  refugees,  and  to  sacrifice  security  and 
sovereignty  to  preserve  Arab  face.  Unless  Washington  and  London 
force  Israel  to  yield,  it  is  claimed,  the  Communists  will  take  the 
initiative  and  score  new  credits  with  the  ^^bs  by  spearheading  an 
anti-Israel  drive  in  the  UN.  The  impression  is  circulated  that  if  only 
Israel  will  cooperate  in  her  own  dismemberment,  the  Communist 
menace  in  the  Near  East  will  be  magically  conjured  out  of  existence. 

Last  week  the  rumors  materialized  in  the  person  of  Nuri  as-Said, 
veteran  premier  of  Iraq,  who  tried  to  sell  the  tactic  to  President 
Eisenhower  and  Secretary  Dulles  here  in  Washington.  Since  Nuri  as- 
Said  is  the  staunch  friend  of  the  British,  it  is  obvious  that  they  knew 
of  his  visit.  Indeed,  much  of  what  he  said  echoed  the  Eden  Guild 
Hall  speech  of  1955,  when  the  British  proposed  to  appease  Nasser  by 
recommending  that  Israel  give  territory  to  Egypt. 

It  is  regrettable  —  and  paradoxical  —  that  such  counsel  should 
come  from  the  one  Arab  leader  whose  country  has  the  resources  to 
make  a  decisive  contribution  to  stability  in  the  Near  East. 

Iraq,  with  171,000  square  miles,  is  the  richest  Arab  state  in  land, 
water  and  oil.  It  needs  people.  The  country  could  resettle  all  the 
Arab  refugees,  to  its  own  advantage,  to  the  advantage  of  the  refugees, 
and  to  the  advantage  of  the  entire  re^on.  It  is  indebted  to  the  West 
for  skill  and  capital  in  producing  its  oil.  It  is  indebted  to  Washington 
for  the  arms  which  it  has  received  gratis  for  the  last  three  years. 
It  repays  the  West  poorly.  It  rejected  Jordan’s  urgent  and  desperate 
pleas  for  financial  help  early  this  year.  Despite  its  vast  wealth,  it 
has  given  a  pittance  to  the  Arab  refugees  —  nothing,  in  fact,  since 
1948.  It  has  never  even  signed  an  armistice  agreement  with  Israel. 
A  few  weeks  back,  its  premier  traveled  to  Damascus  to  stand  with 
Sy^’s  pro-Communist  regime  in  a  humiliating  demonstration  which 
rejected  the  American  position  on  Syria  and  which  isolated  the  U.  S. 

It  is  heartening  to  learn  that  our  government  gave  no  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the- new  Iraq  initiative.  This  would  be  entirely  consistent 
with  principles  to  which  Mr.  Dulles  has  subscribed  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Dulles  himself  wrote,  on  page  25  of  his  book  War  or  Peace : 

^’Stronf  nations  whkh  want  peace  cannot  bny  it  ty  tkrowinc  bits 
of  weaker  nations  into  the  Jaws  of  ambitions  despota.  Aat  only  makes 
them  more  rapaeioas.** 

There  is  no  wisdom  or  morality  in  a  competition  with  the  Soviet 
Union  to  weaken  Israel.  It  is  hoped  that  Washington  and  London  will 
join  together  in  firm  and  vigorous  rejection  of  all  proposals  which 
would  blackmail  the  West  into  a  dishonorable  surrender  of  friends 
and  a  disastrous  sabotage  of  defenses. 
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ANALYSIS:! 
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The  1967  UN  resolution  on  the  Arab 
refugee  problem  restates  the  objective 
hopefully  expressed  in  resolutions  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  1949,  which  is  the  “re¬ 
integration  of  the  refugees  into  the 
economic  life  of  the  Near  East.”  In 
eight  years,  however,  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  expenditure  of  almost  |300 
million,  there  has  not  been  any  ad¬ 
vance  toward  a  solution.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  refugees,  who  are  located  in 
camps  in  Lebanon,  Syria,  Gaza  and 
Jordan,  have  grown  more  numerous, 
and  their  plight  and  prospects  have 
been  tragically  and  cruelly  exploited 
by  Arab  leaders. 

The  UNRWA  report  submitted  by 
the  agency’s  director,  Henry  R.  La- 
bouisse,  calls  for  a  total  budget  of  |40.7 
million  for  1968.  It  lists  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  136.2  million  for  the  year  end¬ 
ing  June  30,  1967,  of  which  $26  million 
was  for  relief  and  $10.2  million  for  re¬ 
habilitation,  an  increase  of  more  than 
$2  million  over  1966.  It  does  not  in¬ 
dude  expenditures  by  other  UN  agen¬ 
cies  and  by  some  30  voluntary  organiza¬ 
tions  as  well  as  by  Red  Cross  societies. 

For  this  sum  UNRWA  provides 
shelter,  food  rations,  medical  and  dental 
care  and  hospitalization,  public  health 
and  sanitation  services,  elementary 
school  education  for  all  refugee  chil¬ 
dren,  adult  education,  university  schol¬ 
arships,  vocational  training,  job  place¬ 
ment  services,  emigration  assistance, 
marketing  aids,  a  limited  amount  of 
dothing,  and  cash  grants  up  to  $600 
to  individuals  in  self-support  projects. 


Living  Standards  Comparod 

The  living  conditions  and  standards 
established  for  the  refugees  by 
UNRWA  are  described  by  Time  maga¬ 
zine  on  Dec.  2,  as  follows: 

“Though  they  were  carefully  condi¬ 
tioned  by  Arab  propaganda  to  believe 
that  they  were  suffering  wretchedly  at 
the  hands  of  ‘Imperialists  and  Zionists’ 
the  refugees  gradually  found  them- 
sdves  better  off  materially  than  they 
had  been  at  home.  They  have  a 
higher  daily  caloric  ration  (1,600- 
1,600)  than  some  of  the  fellahin  in 
Nasser’s  Egypt,  better  health  and  sani¬ 
tation  services  than  they  had  ever 
known  in  Palestine.  UNRWA  provides 
extra  rations  for  pregnant  and  nursing 
women,  midday  meals  and  vitamin  pills 
for  children.  UNRWA’s  education 
facilities  are  making  the  refugees  an 
intellectual  elite  among  Arabs.  Nearly 
100%  of  the  male  children  attend 
school,  almost  26%  of  the  girls  (Arab 
parents  have  still  to  be  sold  on  educa¬ 
tion  for  daughters).  Nearly  400  refu¬ 
gees  are  studying  in  universities  on 
UNRWA  scholarships.” 


. . .  UNRWA  and  the  Refugees 


This  was  also  acknowledged  by  the 
Jordan  radio  in  a  broadcast  criticism 
of  Egypt  on  Nov.  26  when  it  said  that 
the  “refugees  in  Jordan  live  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  Egyptians  in  Egypt.  They 
share  with  their  Jordanian  brethren 
their  life,  jobs,  trade,  work,  cabinet 
membership,  parliament  membership 
and  all  state  posts.” 

What  the  broadcast  did  not  say  was 
that  many  of  these  employed  refugees, 
including  full-time  government  em¬ 
ployees,  are  still  drawing  UNRWA 
rations.  This  was  first  disclosed  in  the 
UNRWA  annual  report  for  1962.  Sub¬ 
sequent  efforts  to  remove  ineligibles 
were  blocked  by  tiie  Jordan  government 
itself  despite  an  agreement  worked  out 
with  UNRWA  in  1966.  About  36  per 
cent  of  the  Jordanians  are  classified  as 
refugees  even  though  many  never  left 
the  homes  in  whioh  they  were  bom 
because  their  lands  are  in  the  territory 
seized  and  later  annexed  by  Jordan. 

Who  Arm  tho  Rofugeos? 

The  current  report  declares  that  the 
ration  list  situation  in  Jordan  is  getting 
worse  and  that  many  children  entitled 
to  aid  cannot  get  it  because  so  many 
ineligibles  are  kept  on.  It  discloses 
that  “UNRWA  has  been  unable  to  give 
rations  to  refugee  children  bom  in 
Jordan  since  Febraary  1951  and  their 
number  constantly  increases  .  .  .  The 
government  has  thus  far  been  unwilling 
to  authorize  any  new  measures  to  rec¬ 
tify  the  registration  rolls”! 

Similar  inequities  in  determining 
eligibility  for  aid  exist  in  camps  in  the 
other  host  countries.  Thousands  of 
nomadic  Bedouin  are  now  on  the  relief 
rolls,  having  given  up  their  age-old 
wanderings  for  the  security  and  rela¬ 
tive  ease  of  an  UNRWA  camp.  More¬ 
over,  to  avoid  turning  in  ration  cards, 
few  deaths  are  reported,  and  no  one 
may  be  removed  from  the  ration  rolls 
if  he  has  other  income  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  government.  This  rarely 
happens  because  the  host  governments 
set  an  unapproachably  high  scale. 

To  qualify  their  all-inclusive  defini¬ 
tion  of  “refugee,”  UNRWA  <^cials 
make  a  distinction  only  in  referring 
to  “bona  fide  Palestine  Arab  refugees.” 
There  are  no  accurate  statistics  on  the 
number  of  indigents  and  refugees'  being 
supported  by  the  international  commu¬ 
nity,  the  figures  given  being  only  those 
on  Uie  UN  ration  rolls.  This  number 
has  risen  steadily  each  year,  from  610,- 
000  in  1949  to  933,666  in  1967.  In  one 
year,  from  1966  to  1967,  the  number 
rose  by  11,277.  Additional  thousands 
of  indigents  live  on  the  fringes  of  the 
camps,  eldng  out  a  precarious  liveli¬ 
hood  presumably  from  those  in  the 


camps,  and  creating  health  and  sani¬ 
tation  problems  for  UN  officers.  In  the 
camps  of  Jordan  alone  the  number  roee 
from  110,666  in  1960  to  171,679  in  1967, 
an  increase  oT  36  per  cent  in  seven 
years — almost  double  the  estimated  an¬ 
nual  birthrate  of  2J6  per  cent  in  the 
camps  themselves,  and  more  than  twice 
the  birthrate  of  New  York  state! 

Arabs  Block  Resettl ament 

UNRWA’s  rehabilitation  and  reset¬ 
tlement  programs  have  been  imagina¬ 
tive  but  ineffective  because  the  Arab 
governments  will  not  cooperate.  The 
Jordan  valley  and  Yarmuk  river  devel¬ 
opment  plans  have  been  blocked.  In 
Jordan  and  Syria,  self-support  pro¬ 
grams  were  halted  not  only  because  of 
the  pressure  of  camp  agitators  but  also 
because  of  the  resistance  of  the  indi¬ 
gents  to  any  work  at  all!  The  report 
says  that  the  “refugees  as  a  whole 
continue  collectively  to  resist  large- 
scale  development  projects  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  to  involve  permanent 
resettlement  and  therefore  to  carrj 
serious  political  implications.” 

Labor  is  urgently  needed  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  area  and  in  Iraq,  while 
North  Africa  seeks  refugee  teachers, 
but  UNRWA  placement  services  have 
been  able  to  move  only  a  few  hundred 
refugees  from  the  camps  each  year. 
The  agency  not  only  finds  them  jobs 
but  pays  the  workers’  travel  fares  to 
the  country  of  employment.  The 


The  Damaaeus  radio  urge*  that 
the  homeles*  Arab  refugee*  be 
dumped  willy  nilly  in  leraeL  Syria 
never  concede*  that  va*t  empty  Arab 
territorie*  are  available  for  it*  kina- 
men  and  that  reaettlement  i*  the 
only  aenaible  aolution.  Now  come* 
an  appeal  by  Akram  Hourani, 
Speaker  of  the  Syrian  Parliament, 
for  more  immigrant*  to  work  Syria’* 
fertile  aoil,  immigrant*  not  from 
refugee  camp*  but  from  Egypt.  In 
Tahrir,  official  weekly  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tian  Army,  a*  quoted  by  L’Orient, 
Beirut,  Dee.  6,  he  *ay*: 

“The  Egyptians  are  mistaken 
when  they  think  of  Sudan  when  they 
consider  emigration.  The  natural 
emigration  should  be  to  the  north; 
Syria  has  millions  of  acres  of  fertile 
land.  These  immense  areas  are  to¬ 
day  abandoned  and  need  labor.  Mil¬ 
lions  of  Egyptians  could  be  easily 
absorbed  there.” 
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Arab  goTenunents,  however,  place  ob- 
■tacles  in  the  way  of  movement  oat  of 
the  camps.  Special  travel  and  work 
permits  sure  reqnired,  and  are  not 
granted  unless  UNRWA  can  provide 
satisfactory  reasons.  Emigration  to 
other  countries  is  also  limited  even  with 
the  financial  assistance  of  UNRWA. 
Travel  allowances  averaging  $300  per 
person  were  granted  during  the  year 
to  363  emigrants,  33  of  whom  went  to 
the  U.  S.  Under  the  Refugee  Relief 
Act  of  1963  about  2,000  Palestine  refu¬ 
gees  have  emigrated  to  tiie  U.  S.  with 
aid  from  UNRWA  for  1,466. 

In  a  survey  published  by  the  Car¬ 
negie  Endowment  in  July  1967,  Dr. 
Elfan  Rees  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  summarizes  the  record  in 
graphic  words: 

history  of  UNRWA  has  been  a 
cUnieal  study  in  frustration.  No  agency 
has  been  b^er  led  or  more  devoutly 
served,  but  the  organised  intransigence 
of  the  Arab  states  concerned  has 
brought  all  its  plans  to  naught.  By 
chicanery  it  is  feeding  the  dead;  by 
political  pressure  it  is  feeding  non- 
refugees;  its  relief  supplies  have  been 
subjected  in  some  instances  to  import 
duty;  its  personnel  policies  are  grossly 
interfered  with,  and  its  constructive 
measures  necessarily  requiring  the  con¬ 
currence  of  governments  have  been 
pigeon-holed.  Hie  net  result  is  that 
relief  is  being  provided  fai  1957  to 
refugees  who  eould  have  been  rehabili¬ 
tated  in  1951  with  homes  and  jobs 
without  prejudice  to  their  just  claims.’* 

UNRWA  Bacomas  tha  Torgal 

The  current  report  refers  briefiy  to 
the  taxes  and  restrictions  imposed  on 
UNRWA  by  the  Arab  g^ivemments, 
but  they  are  found  in  detail  in  the 
previous  year’s  report.  The  1966  re¬ 
port  also  complains  that  the  agency 
is  often  unfairly  accused  of  trying  to 
injure  the  refugees.  It  says: 

“Although  some  oflkials  and  journal¬ 
ists  have  raised  their  voices  in  support 
of  UNRWA’s  work,  very  little  has  been 
done  publicly  by  the  Governments  to 
explain  the  true  nature  of  the  Agency’s 
responsibilities  and  authority.  Thus, 
the  suspicions  and  ill-will  whidi  have 
been  permitted  to  develop  over  the 
years,  to  the  detriment  of  aU  concerned, 
have  not  been  allayed.  In  some  areas, 
this  sitnatimi  has  at  times  become  quite 
aodons  —  ss,  for  instance,  when  a 
cabinet  minister  in  one  host  country 
stated  that  the  Agency’s  policy  was  to 
’exterminate’  the  refugees  throa|d>  Uic 
deliberate  refusal  of  proper  medical  at¬ 
tention.  .  .  .  False  statements  not  only 
sow  dissension  and  fear  among  the 
aninfwmed  mass  of  the  refugees,  they 
also  make  the  day-to-day  work  of  the 
Agency  and  of  its  staff  (which  includes 
over  9,000  Palestinians)  more  difficult 
still;  and  they  might,  in  the  last 
aaalysis,  be  construed  as  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  unrest.” 

An  UNRWA  plot  to  exterminate  the 
refhgees  has  become  a  stock  argument 
in  the  Soviet  and  Elgyptian  propaganda 
arsenals  and  was  used  by  Cairo  last 


The  U.  S.,  the  U.  K.  and  France 
are  together  carryiiw  90  per  cent  of 
the  burden.  The  ^viet  bloc  con¬ 
tributes  nothing. 

Arab  contributions  have  steadily 
declined,  and  neither  of  the  two  oil 
rich  states,  Saudi  Arabia  and  Iraq, 
has  contributed  as  much  as  Israel. 

These  are  some  of  the  startling 
facts  revealed  by  the  official  book¬ 
keeping  of  the  UNRWA. 

Etetween  Dee.  1, 1948,  and  June  30, 
1967,  the  total  cost  came  to  |298 
million.  Some  of  that  money,  about 
$33  million,  was  contributed  by  or¬ 
ganizations,  a^ncies  and  govern¬ 
ments  dealing  mrectly  with  refugees 
themselves. 

The  amount  contributed  by  gov¬ 
ernments  to  the  UNRWA  and  its 
predecessor  agen^,  the  UNRPR, 
totalled  $266  million.  Here  is  the 
list  of  those  who  gave  it: 

Caatribatiana  Pareaatac* 


UniUd  Stetai 

$177,722,000 

*7.08 

United  Kinsdom 

48,686,487 

1844 

Frnnen 

11.667,686 

4.40 

6,876.907 

2.08 

Canndn 

6479.064 

1.99 

Syria 

2426,171 

1.11 

Jordan 

1,986,848 

.76 

Aaatralla 

1,816.600 

.69 

Lobanon 

1,690,607 

.60 

Now  Zaaland 

1402.788 

.46 

Israal 

96846* 

47 

Iraq 

892,698 

.84 

Baisiom 

697,180 

48 

PakUtan 

696,186 

48 

Saudi  Arabia 

669,176 

42 

Swadan 

899,188 

.16 

Norway 

844,977 

.18 

Indonaaia 

888,896 

.18 

Danmark 

276,890 

.10 

Yusoalayia 

268,900 

.10 

month  in  its  campaigrn  to  incite  the 
refugees  to  revolt  against  King  Hussein 
of  Jordan.  As  recently  as  Nov.  24  the 
Cairo  semi-official  newspaper  Al  Gom- 
houria  also  attacked  UNRWA’s  job 
placement  services,  sa3ring: 

“UNRWA  started  direct  contact  with 
the  r^ngees  by  offering  them  work 
ouside  the -Gaza  strip.  Hie  Agency 
would  provide  the  fare  and  the  refugees 
would  in  turn  give  up  their  ration 
cards.  The  Egyptian  administration 
protested  against  this  policy  and  de¬ 
manded  that  UNRWA  refrain  from 
making  agreements  with  any  individual 
refugee.” 

Solution  is  RosotHomont 

UNRWA’s  budget  request  for  1968 
provides  for  the  expansion  of  almost 
all  of  its  present  services  and  for  the 
extension  of  permanent  housing  to  the 
14  camps  in  Jordan  which  do  not  yet 
have  it.  It  seeks  the  admission  into  the 
camps  of  those  described  as  “bona  fide 
Palestine  Arab  refugees”  who  had  not 
previously  applied  for  assistance,  and 
all  the  destitute  and  needy  who  are 
squatters  around  the  camps.  It  also 
seeks  new  camps  as  well  as  the  en- 
largemmit  of  present  camps. 


Who  Answers  the  UN  Call 
for  Contributions  to  Support 
tho  Arab  Rofugoos? 


Other  governments,  which  have 
given  $26,000  or  more,  are:  India, 
^60  thousand;  Turkey,  $211; 
Netherlands,  $166;  Sudw,  $144; 
Greece,  $136:  llexieo,  $116;  Switzer¬ 
land  $107;  Eire,  $96:  Federal  R^nb- 
lic  of  Germany,  $66;  Italy.  $47; 
Japan,  $40;  Union  of  South  Africa. 
$39;  Federation  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland,  $39;  Bahrein,  $37;  and 
Ethiopia,  $26. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the 
contributions  credited  to  Egypt, 
Iraq,  Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Syria 
consist  largely  of  goods,  services  and 
rentals,  rather  thim  money. 

Moreover,  the  contributions  which 
have  come  from  the  Arab  govern¬ 
ments  have  declined  sharply.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  first  17  months,  between  Dec. 
1,  1948,  and  April  30,  1960,  when 
the  UNRPR  was  in  chai^n*  the  Arab 
TOvemments  donated  larger  amounts 
uian  they  have  since  UNRWA  took 
charge  on  May  1,  1960. 

Here  is  the  record: 

First  N«zt 

IT  mmtOm  SS  MatlM 

Ecypt  $2,823,062  2.664.MS 


Ecypt  $2,822,062  2,664,MS 

Irsq  802,698  — 0— 

Jordsa  14*8.771  728.677 

Latenon  1,802.01*  2874*2 

Saadi  Arabia  148464  426,810 

Srria  2426.171  60*.Ti4 

In  the  same  17  months  period,  the 
U.  S.  contributed  $16  million  of  the 
total  $36  million  expenditure.  But  in 
the  12  months  ending  June  30,  1967, 
the  U.  S.  contribution  was  $19,- 
872,000  out  of  a  total  of  $28,264,191. 

Mr.  Labouisse  repeats  his  view  that 
the  refugees  should  be  permitted  a  free 
choice  between  repatriation  to  Israel 
and  compensation  because,  he  says,  that 
is  what  the  refugees  themselves  want. 
His  report  does  not  discuss  what  might 
happen  inside  Israel  were  that  country 
to  open  its  doors  to  refugees  who  have 
been  so  indoctrinated  for  many  years 
that  they!  could  hardly  meet  the  re¬ 
quirement  of  the  UN  resolution,  which 
sanctions  repatriation  only  for  those 
ready  “to  live  in  peace.”  However,  in 
Mr.  Labouisse’s  view,  few  of  the  r^u- 
gees  would  take  advantage  of  the  offer 
of  repatriation.  Would  they  then  ac¬ 
cept  resettlement?  The  UNRWA  di¬ 
rector  does  not  go  into  any  examination 
of  the  possibilities. 

Whether  UNRWA  is  continued  on  its 
present  level  or  given  more  funds  to 
expand  its  services,  as  Mr.  Labouisse 
recommends,  there  should  be  a  clear 
recognition  that  for  some  time  the  prob¬ 
lem  has  not  been  one  of  refugee  relief 
and  rehabilitation  alone.  Unless  the 
camp  residents  are  soon  permanently 
resettled  in  Arab  countries  that  need 
more  population,  the  problem  will  get 
worse,  both  in  human  terms  and  politi¬ 
cal  effects. 
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The  terms  under  which  the  Arabian 
American  Oil  Company  (ARAHCO) 
operates  call  for  a  50-50  division  bf  the 
net  profits  up  to  the  point  when  the  oil 
leaves  Saudi  territory.  The  Saudi 
Arabians,  always  broke,  despite  their 
tremendous  royalties,  want  ARAMCO 
reorganized  so  they  can  share  in  the 
distribution  and  marketing. 

The  Italian  agreement  is  with  Iran 
and  calls  for  Iran  to  collect  75  per  cent 
of  the  profit.  This  agreement  was  re¬ 
ported  signed  on  Sept.  2S. 

In  Brief 

After  his  success  in  the  Israel-Jordan 
dispute,  Secretary  General  Hammar- 
skjold  is  returning  to  Gaza  during  the 
Christmas  vacation  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  morale  of  the  UNEF.  He 
will  also  sedc  to  persuade  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  to  release  Israeli  fishermen  they 
have  imprisoned.  Hammarskjold  did 
much  to  win  the  confidence  of  Israelis 
and  Arabs. 

The  Arabs  goad  each  other  on.  After 
Jordan  refused  to  cooperate  with  Col. 
Byron  V.  Leary,  acting  chief  of  staff  of 
UN  truce  team,  on  the  alleged  ground 
that  he  was  not  impartial,  the  Syrians 
decided  to  take  the  same  attitude 
toward  Col.  Christian  Moe,  chief  of 
the  Syrian-Israel  truce  team  —  a 
gesture  because  he  was  leaving  anyway. 

Although  Egypt  has  toned  down  its 
attacks  on  King  Hussein,  Syria  has 
intensified  them.  Jordan  has  retorted 
by  expelling  three  Syrian  diplomats, 
liie  Amman  radio  calls  <mi  Syrians  to 
rise  against  their  leaders  who  have  sold 
them  to  the  Communists;  the  Amman 
newspaper,  Al-Urdun,  charges  that 
Egyptian  soldiers,  bas^  in  Syria,  are 
spreading  trachoma  and  bilharziasis. 

Meanwhile,  the  Soviet  Union  took 
another  step  in  its  courtship  of  Egypt 
by  signing  a  cultural  agreement  which 
provided  for  pn  exchange  of  bo<da, 
periodkals  and  radio  broadcasts. 


500,000  Books 

Mt.  Scopus  overlooks  ancient  Jeru¬ 
salem.  It  is  a  strategic  strongpoint. 
It  is  also  a  symbol  of  spiritual  rebirth. 

From  this  vantage  point,  in  70  A.D., 
the  Roman  Legion  besieged  and  de¬ 
stroyed  Jerusalem’s  Temple.  At  this 
spot  a  Jewish  sage,  who  escaped  by 
pretending  that  he  was  dead,  per¬ 
suaded  Titus  to  sanction  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  seminary  at  Javne,  where 
Judaism  was  preserved  to  outlive  the 
Roman  conquerors. 

This  story  has  its  modern  parallel. 
Within  a  few  months  after  Great  Brit¬ 
ain  promised  Palestine  to  the  Jews  in 
World  War  I,  Dr.  Chaim  Weizmann 
went  op  to  Scopus  and  laid  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  the  Hebrew  University.  The 
institution  became  one  of  the  great  uni¬ 
versities  of  Asia.  Nearby,  Hadassah 
erected  a  modem  hospital. 

Following  the  UN  partition  decision 
in  1947,  Jerusalem  was  surrounded  by 
Arab  forces.  The  Jews  held  both  the 
hospital  and  the  university.  To  reach 
Scopus  they  had  to  travel  a  winding 
road  through  Arab  quarters  and  there, 
in  April  1948,  77  doctors  and  nurses 
were  slaughtered  in  an  Arab  ambush. 
When  the  siege  was  lifted,  the  two 
institutions  were  isolated  from  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

Through  all  these  years  the  univer¬ 
sity  and  the  hospital  have  remained 
closed.  The  1949  UN  armistice  agree¬ 
ment  provided  that  Israel  police  and 
guards  should  be  allowed  to  travel  to 


Scopus  and  guard  it.  More  important, 
it  provided  that  Jordan  should  nego¬ 
tiate  with  Israel  the  lifting  of  its 
blockade  so  that  the  hospital  and  the 
university  could  be  restored  to  society. 
But  Jordan  has  refused  to  carry  out 
the  UN  agreement. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  youthful  King 
Hussein  was  baited  by  the  Cairo  radio, 
which  charged  him  with  negotiating 
peace  with  Israel.  So,  writes  the 
Maneheater  Gtuirdian,  ‘‘when  rulers  are 
accused  of  secret  talks  with  Israelis, 
the  least  they  can  do  to  prove  their 
Arab  blood  is  to  stop  petrol  going  to 
a  Hebrew  university  and  hospital  on 
Mount  Scopus,  and  it  the  acting  chief 
truce  supervisor  asks  why,  then  he 
must  be  condemned  as  ‘partial  and 
biased.”' 

Our  own  government  became  alarmed 
over  the  young  king’s  brash  and  reck¬ 
less  stand,  for  he  is  almost  totally  sub¬ 
sidized  by  the  U.  S.  To  avert  catas¬ 
trophe,  UN  Secretary  General  Dag 
Hammarskjold  went  to  the  Near  East. 
His  mission  was  a  success.  The  Jor¬ 
danians  receded  and  the  gasoline  drum 
went  through. 

Mt.  Scopus  is  back  to  “normal.’'  The 
Israeli  guard  and  police  continue  as  in 
the  past.  But  a  great  hospital  which 
could  give  health  to  thousands  of  Arabs 
and  Jews  is  idle  and  unused,  and  500,- 
000  books  which  comprise  the  rkdi 
library  of  the  Hebrew  University  lie 
unopened,  gathering  dust  of 

giving  light. 
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